


Chapter 7:
The Run Menu

The Run menu lets you run margingl counts, Fequency distribulions and tables,
This chapter describes the three meny optios:

+ RuniMarginal

+ RunlFreguancy
+ RuniTables

Importani: When you engage Use glessary transformations, Weight or Run
fiiter for Marginal, Frequency or Tables, the settings remain in effect for all
reports until you change them. For example, if vou engage Use glossary
transformations for Tablea, then run Marginal wilhoul disengaging the funciion,
glossary transfommations alse apply to the marginal report. Using another exampic,
if you specify Run fitter for Marginal, then run Tables without disengaging the
function, your tables will use the same filter used for the marginal repor.

% RunlMarginal

Running a marginal analysis is a way of listing oul counts, percentages and
means for all column values within your data Gle, The marginal also indicates
the number of muliple pukches in a column-binary data file. By checking the
results of a marginal against the expectations of a data format, you should be
able o discover any “dirty”™ data or verify assumplions about it

In ASCII mode, codes other than 0 theough @ or ¥ and ¥ are shown in the |
column entitled, Other. The data file does ned have to be of a fixed length. The

iabulation ireats the loagest ling in the file &= the length of the file. IF desined,

marginal options bet you resirict the owlpal 1o certain columns. and records,

Checking & mulii-colomn ficld with a marginal is &iMwolt because o marginal
displays only one location ai & time. {In this context, a “Neld™ 15 a vanable having
its data stored in several contiguous columns. y For such data, yow can run a
freguency on the field as a quick way of checking the contents of the Held,

A window displaying the marginal report appears once you click Run, Choose
FilelSavelSave output (or press F4) i you would like 1o save the output to disk.
If you do not save the file; itis overwritten when you run another marginal or

frequency Toport.
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A portion of the marginal output for the sample fle, EXAMPLE DAT, is shown
helow. To e:q.p_n-jmm with marginals, open EXAMPLE DAT {installed with
WinCross) using FilelOpen|Opan data, then choose RuniMarginal.

Sample Marginal Qutput

FILE: c:ywancross\sxesple’sdassle. dat
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Chocse AuniMargingl o display:

Suppress blank positions
Engage this function if you want 1o exclsde blank column positions, ll‘lhu
fumction is not engaged, a row is printed for every value of every position.

Show blank cells with dashes
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Engage this function if you want blank cells to display dashes. If this function is
nid engoged, blank cells are displayed as blank.
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Tedal answering basa

Enpage this function if you want 10 exclude any cases for which there are “no
answers” oF missing data for a particular column, (“Base" 15 used inlerchongeabiy
with “filier-") All cases are included if this function is ol engaged. You can specify
moee restrictive fller logic using Aun filter {described below),

Parcentage

Engage Percentage if you would lke percentages to be included in the owipui
IF engaged, a row 15 prinied for each codumn position that indicates the perceni-
age of respondents having that value based io the filicr.

Mean
Engage this function if you want the mean io be reporied for each column, The
base for the mean is restricted to values (-9,

Usa glossary transformations

This function, when engaged, applics glossary vanables to the marginal calculation.
Refer to the Setup Glossary Variables section (pages 6-3 through 6-13] in
Chapter 6 The Satup Mern Tor more information

Restrict output
Engage this function if you wanl to restrict marginal information to specific
columms in your data e, Chck the Restrict owtput ficld., then enter the column
positions {using offset mode) from the begimming of the file. (Note: entering
characiers in the Neld canses this fnction 1o be atomatically cngaged. )

Column positions sheuld be delimited wsing commas andfor hyphens. When
caleulating the “offser” (column position) for ASCII files, use the longest record
in the file w determine neeornd |i:r|g|_'|'|.

Example: Say you want 1o run only positions 30-50 of recond 1 and 1-50 of
recond 2. There ase two records per citse and each record is 80 positions. Yoo
would enter:

30-50,B1-130

The Basic Syntax sechion of Chaprer 20 Logic Structure & Syanax (pages 2-5
through 2-7) states that columm positions are counted starting from the beginning
of the file and are continuous for each record. Using the above example, if there
are twen records per respondent and each hos B0 columns, the colomn nomber for
column 1 of the second recond is 81.

Rum filtar
Clicking this function opens the Run Fitter dialog box, in which you can enter
filter title text andfor filler logsc to be applied to your entire set of ables.
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The filter tite text you enter is placed under the job title on your tables, or at the
top of the page if there 15 no job titke. Filter titles can have up to 240 characters
on up to four lines,

Filter Ingic may be simple or complex, and may also be up 10 240 characters,

Il necessary, refer 1o Dialog Box Basics in the Gerling Starfed chapter for
an explanation of the OK and Caneel functions,

Wialght
Click this function 1o enter & weight io be applied 1o the marginal data, If
applicable, also enter the number of implicd decimal places.

Records per case
Click this field to enter the number of records per case in your data file.

Cases to run

Click this field w enter the number of cascs 1o ran in your data file. When you
enter a number in the Aecords per case ficld (above), Cases to run is sulomali-
cally updaied 10 display the 1otal number of cases in the data file.

You can choose to run all cases or just @ subsel. Running a subset can be & good
wity of testing your jobs fike.

Lines per paga
Click this lield 10 enter the number of lines you want 1o print per report page.

Run
Click this function 1o run the marginal analysis.

IT necessary, refer 1o Dialog Box Basles in the Getting Started chapler lor
an explanation of the Cancel and Help functions.
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‘& RunlFrequency

A frequency report is a list of the full distibution of values {including alpha
characters) for a given single- or multi-column field in your data file. It displays
soned values showing the value, frequency, cumulative sum of the values,
percentage, cumulative percentage and a vasiety of descriplive statistics regarding
the entire distribution.

Table 18 is an example of the we of AuniFrequency (these thles are peneraled
from the EXAMPLE files installed with WinCross). See Appendiy £: Example
Files for more information,

A window displaying the frequency report appears once you click Run, Choose
FilelSavelSave sutput (or press FA) if you would like to save the output 1o disk.
It you do not save the file, it is overwritien when you run another frequency o

murginal reporl.
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Sample Frequency Output

Choose RuniFrequency Lo display:

Fregquiency

Enter fields separated by commas
If the data is in ASCII or column binary format, enter the desired fields as card/
column locations separated by commas. For example:

1/6:2;, L726:5, 1/31:5

means, “card 1, column 6, two-column field; card 1, column 26, five-column
ficld; card 1, column 31, fve-column fizld "

The Repeat (R) feature can be used for running multiple frequencies. For
Repaat, the colurmn widih for all frequencies is the same as that in the initial
frequency field. To run a frequency for card 1, columns 26-30, a frequency for
card 1, columns 31-35, and so on, you would enter:

1/26:5 R3
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Without using Repeat in the above example, it would be necessary to enler:
1/26:5,1/31:5,1/36:5

To run three nomconsecutive frequencics, You can enler:
2/34:2 R3+1

meaning, “run a frequency for card 2, columns 34-33, skip card 2, column 36
run a frequency for card 2, columns 37-3K, skip card 2, column 39: and run a
frequency For card 2, columns 40417

Without using Repeat in the above example, it would be necessary 1o enter:
2382, 2F3T:2,2540:2
The maximum number of ficlds that can be run & one tme is 50,

You can also use the Sean (S) featune W ruen a frequency over multiple columns.
For example, if you have an open-ended question with five, two-digit fields, you
can run that as a single Mreguency using Scan (S).

Mote: If you run a frequency on a multiple response column in a
column binary data file, you will only get the first answer,

Selact fialds for frequency (ol shown)

If the data is not in ASCII or column binary format, ficlds are vertically lisied
and can be selected individually or by group. To select adjacent felds, hold the
left mouse button down while dragging the pointer across all desired ilems. To
select nonadjacent fields, depress and hold the il key while clicking cach item.

Mode

For files with a large number of cases, Numeric mode runs more quickly than
Alphanumerle mode. Statistics can be run for either mode, bat the base for
statistics does not include alpha characters. For both modes, the maximum field
widih is 30,

Numer|c

Selecting this option causes the freguency 1o report only the blanks and
numeric values for the chosen field, Numeng values can either be whaole
numbers or have decimal places, Alpha characters are reported undir “All
ather”

Alphanumaric
Sclecting this option causes the frequency to treat the ficld as a string of
characiers,



